
Compass

For Lifelong Success 
and Happiness



The Vision

TO  DE L IVER  A  CURR ICULUM  THAT :

— Values knowledge and truth

— Nurtures responsible global citizens

— Provides rich, deep, immersive and cross-curricular 
learning opportunities 

— Cultivates positive character traits, enhancing future 
employability 

— Develops a breadth of essential skills for success in 
modern senior schools and universities

— Helps pupils identify their strengths, interests and 
career options

— Gives all children the chance to shine



The Rationale

Compass is a unique and exciting framework 
for learning, designed to ensure that our 
children are high-functioning global citizens 
and are fully prepared for the demands of 
education and employment in the 21st 
Century. The framework design is evidence 
informed, using feedback from universities 
and the employment sector, international 
trends in education, a breadth of educational 
research findings and consultation with local 
senior schools.

Universities and employers are clear that 
academic excellence alone is now insufficient for 
personal and professional success in the modern 
world. The abilities to think creatively and critic-
ally; problem solve and use initiative; mediate and 
negotiate; be resilient and empathetic are just a 
few of a range of key skills which are now given 
equal importance to academic achievement. 

This is also true of admissions procedures into the 
independent senior sector. While achievement in 
mathematics and English remains integral to most 

senior schools’ admissions criteria, increasing 
value is given to pupils’ performance in interviews 
during which they need to demonstrate a range of 
inter-personal and communication skills. 

Compass enables us to assess pupils’ learning in 
many different ways, drawing out individual 
pupils’ strengths, which do not always come to the 
fore during a written test. Teachers help pupils to 
identify their talents, and track their own progress 
through personal learning portfolios. Project work 
and immersive learning activities encourage the 
development of collaborative learning skills, 
presentation and research skills. Outdoor learning 
activities are commonplace, and pupils develop a 
greater understanding of their place in the world 
and all they can do to make a positive global 
impact. 

The curriculum framework comprises three key 
concepts – the Acquisition of Knowledge, the 
Application of Knowledge and Assessment 
Of and For Learning. 



The 
Framework 

Knowledge 

Acquisition

The Rose Hill curriculum is broad 
and deep. With an embedded focus 
on physical and mental well-being, 
pupils in all year groups benefit from 
specialist teaching from staff with expert 
subject knowledge in our first-class facilit-
ies. 

The chart to the right represents a typical Rose Hill 
Curriculum, Year 4 in this case. 

Enhanced by trips, visits and our co-curricular 
programme, our curriculum content enables 
pupils to acquire deep knowledge in each subject 
area. 

It is only with detailed understanding of a topic, that 
pupils can apply critical thinking skills effectively. 

WEL LNESS  AND  SA F EGUARD ING

Happy children learn best, and pupils’ well-being 
encompasses our curriculum. Our teaching staff 
are well-trained in mental health awareness and 
safeguarding, ensuring that pupils’ welfare is 

supported sensitively and proactively. In liaison 
with parents, Form Tutors, the School Nurse, 
Heads of Area and the Assistant Head (Pastoral 
Care) we give all pupils the very best chance of 
meeting their potential, in all of the opportunit-
ies we provide. 

THEMAT IC  L EARN ING

Starting with the Early Years Foundation 
Stage (EYFS) and continuing through our 
imaginitive Creative Curriculum in PrePrep 
and Middle School, we develop knowledge, 
understanding and skills in literacy, the hu-
manities, science and art through a topic-
based, thematic approach to learning. Cohesive 
and progressive, the programme of study is 
deeper and broader than the National Cur-
riculum, using common themes with real-world 
application. Pupils are highly motivated to 
achieve through this style of learning and make 
excellent progress. 

P RO J EC T - BASED  L EARN ING

Project-based learning is a teaching method 
through which pupils gain knowledge and 
develop critical thinking skills by investigating and 
responding to an engaging question, problem or 

challenge. Projects can be completed individu-
ally, as a group or as a whole class, in curriculum 
time or for prep. 

Compass includes a project-based learning task 
for each year group in the Prep School, highlight-
ing the core Skills Strands:

— The Year 3 ENQUIRY Project (a whole class 
introduction to project-based learning)

— The Year 4 ADVENTURE Project 
(maintaining the popular independent 
project)

— The Year 5 ENTERPRISE Project (combining 
science, technology, engineering, art and 
mathematics)

— The Year 6 PHILANTHROPY Project 
(including action and service, combining 
history, geography, theology, philosophy 
and religion and theory of knowledge)

— The Year 7 GLOBAL ISSUES Project 

— The Year 8 LEVEL 1 FOUNDATION 
PROJECT QUALIFICATION (accredited)
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IMMERS I V E  L EARN ING 

Due to the nature of school timetables, some 
lessons are taken just once a week, with sessions 
rarely allowing pupils to investigate an enquiry 
from start to finish. Focus Days are integral to the 
teaching curriculum, not an addition to it,  and 
allow for up to half a term’s work to be completed 
in one day. Whole school events continue to take 
place throughout the year, with Focus Days in 
each half term. 

Pupils start the day with a question or problem 
and spend the day working to a conclusion. Trips 
and visiting speakers are encouraged as both are 
proven to have a profound impact on learning, 
making abstract concepts more tangible to young 
learners. 

FOCUS DAYS YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 YEAR 7 YEAR 8

Focus Day 1 English RS Art & DT Geography History Science

Focus Day 2 Science English RS Art & DT Geography History

Focus Day 3 History Science English RS Art & DT Geography

Focus Day 4 Geography History Science English RS Art & DT

Focus Day 5 Art & DT Geography History Science English RS

Focus Day 6 RS Art & DT Geography History Science English

WHOLE SCHOOL EVENTS

(Years 1-8)

MATHS FRENCH PE DRAMA STEAM MUSIC

Pi Day French Day
Sports Day, 

Run or Ramble
Productions STEAM Week

House Song, 

Carol Concert, 

Orchestra Week



Knowledge Application

Our key aim for the integration of these Skill 
Strands into the curriculum is to ensure that the 
children are not only able to adapt to our ever-
changing world, but will take the lead in shaping it. 

The four Skills Strands of Enquiry, Adventure, En-
terprise and Philanthropy are critical to 
Compass. Planning for each subject includes activ-
ities in which pupils must learn to apply their 
knowledge, developing essential skills for success. 

As Artificial Intelligence becomes ever more pre-
valent in the workplace, it is vital that our children 
recognise the value of human nature through the 
Philanthropy strand. Computers can do much of 
what we can do with our minds and bodies, but 
they cannot replicate human connections with 
other people which is paramount for our mental 
well-being. The Philanthropy strand is also central 
to the Rose Hill Promise and maintaing the core 
values of our school community. 

Enquiry

Critical Thinking
Curiosity
Analysis
Synthesis

Interpretation

Adventure

Outdoor learning
Risk taking
Leadership
Collaboration
Communication

Enterprise

Decision making
Problem solving
Innovation
Creativity

Strategic thinking
Negotiation
Presentation

Philanthropy

Empathy
Thoughtfulness
Awareness
Proactivity
Generosity

ENQU I RY - BASED  L EARN ING

In order to trigger the children’s natural curiosty, each lesson begins with a 
question or a problem that needs to be solved. In this way, we aim to draw 
out pupils’ enquiry and enterprise skills naturally, helping them to take 
greater ownership of their learning though their understanding of the 
purpose behind each lesson. Asking our pupils to think about their thinking 
makes them more powerful learners. Enquiry-based learning is a natural tool 
for implementing Skills Strand-based learning activities. 

Who?

What?
When?

Why?
How?

Where?

Who?
What?

When

Why?
How?

Whe



Assessment Of and For learning
Education

n. 1588, as Educate (stem of Latin Educare) – to draw out

Assessment through Compass includes all 
current forms of assessment. We use CEM As-
sessment, our online baseline testing 
programme, to give us information on how 
pupils’ achievement compares to national 
standards. Summative teacher assessment 
against our own curriculum expectations, in the 
form of written tests during assessments weeks, is 
also beneficial and will remain. 

However, the way in which we formatively assess 
learning is markedly different.  Pupils have the 
opportunity to demonstrate their understanding 
through assessed:

— Project work
— Presentations
— Coursework
— Evidence portfolios
— Observations 
— Viva voce (oral exams)

In this way, all pupils are able to truly demonstrate 
their ability and understanding, not only those 
adept at performing under test conditions. 
Teachers will be able to identify pupils’ abilities to 
acquire and apply knowledge and plan more 
effectively to support progress. Pupils actively 
become learning resources for one another.

Pupils also have a clearer understanding of the 
expectations placed on them and how they can 
progress. They will become confident to use the 
following tools to review their own progress 
through tasks as they work towards an outcome, 
ultimately becoming more independent learners. 
Our pupils become owners of their own learning. 

— Goal setting
— Success criteria
— Questioning and feedback
— Exemplar work
— Self and peer evaluation
— Metacognitive strategies 

(learning to learn skills)

METACOGN I T ION 

( L EARN ING  TO  L EARN )

The hallmark of a lifelong successful learner is the 
ability to plan, monitor and assess one’s perform-
ance. Metacognitive strategies are taught to the 
children from their entry to Kindergarten, helping 
them to develop a critical awareness of their own 
learning processes. By taking control of their 
learning pupils are more resilient, and better able 
to transfer their knowledge and skills across 
different tasks and contexts. They are able to 
clarify, share and thereby show that they 
understand the learning intentions. The impacts on 
their well-being are also clear – making them 
happier and more confident in themselves.

EQUA L I T Y,  D I V E RS I T Y  AND 

INC LUS ION 

Compass gives pupils frequent opportunities to 
address their own identities, and tackle the impact 
of their own and others’ beliefs and assumptions 
in age-appropriate themes and content. As pupils 
grow, they are introduced to many differing per-
spectives on the world, including theories and 
contributions from people of multiple cultures, 
faiths and backgrounds. 

Delivery of the curriculum is designed to be ac-
cessible, and encourage active participation from 
all pupils in a safe space. Pupils are encouraged 
to make connections between their own lives and 
the content they are discovering and they work in 
diverse groups of ability, ethnicity, religion, disab-
ility and family background.



EV ID ENCE  POR T FO L IOS

We know how much pupils and parents value 
opportunities to see the very best of the children’s 
work throughout the year. Tapestry gives great 
insight into learning in the Early Years and the ‘Black 
Books’ produced by Years 1 to 4 show how much 
pride and enjoyment the children take from the 
Creative Curriculum. 

In the Middle School, pupils start to take 
responsibility for compiling their own online digital 
evidence portfolio, comprising the work and 
achievements they are most proud of. Senior pupils 
can offer their portfolios to senior schools of choice, 
enhancing pupils’ profiles considerably and 
bolstering scholarship applications. 

A

“Ask not how intelligent 
is the child, but how is 
the child intelligent?”
Howard Gardner (1983)
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EVERY  CH I LD  G I F T ED 

AND  TA L ENTED

Having their strengths and 
talents identified and 
nurtured can provide 
children with the confid-
ence to succeed in all 
aspects of school life. 

Many schools identify the 
top 10% of pupils in aca-
demics, sports, music and 
the arts as their ‘gifted and 
talented’ cohort. 

At Rose Hill School we believe 
that every child is gifted and 
talented in their own way and that we 
can draw out and identify those talents 
through Compass.

Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences is the 
inspiration behind this unique assessment strategy. 
Over the course of a year, Compass provides 
opportunities for all pupils to shine. In July, parents 
receive feedback on our observations, highlight-
ing their child’s natural intelligences and suggest-
ing ways to further develop those talents. 



Character and Employability

The Five Keys to Success & Happiness (including the integrity 
keyring) are fully embedded in School life. Pupils know the 
value of these character traits and are able to recognise 
them within themselves and others. We see evidence of this 
every day as the children become more independent and 
invested in their learning. 

The employment industry tells us that, more than ever before, 
they need young adults who can demonstrate confidence, 
resilience, perseverance, organisation and the ability to 
get along with others.  Academic excellence alone will not 
open doors in the major professions. 

Work completed on the Five Keys to Success & Happiness, 
through PSHEE, form time, assemblies and all other daily 
activites form the character curriculum for Compass. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS)

Kindergarten and Reception pupils follow the statutory framework 
for early years education, following Development Matters, the 
non-statutory guidance for EYFS providers. The curriculum is 
shaped by the seven areas of learning and development:

— Communication and language
— Physical development
— Personal, social and emotional development
— Literacy
— Mathematics
— Understanding the world
— Expressive arts and design

However, pupils also benefit from a rich programme of tuition from 
specialist teachers in PE, swimming, computing and digital 
innovations, music, dance and modern foreign languages (MFL). 
Through these lessons, pupils continue to develop in each of the 
seven areas, whilst developing skills and knowledge to a depth 
quite extraordinary for their age. 



Years 6-8

COMMON ENTRANCE

As a 3-13 prep. school, we are focused on two 
transition points into senior school, at 11+ and 
13+. Once the 11+ examination has been taken in 
September of Year 6, Compass enables us to 
focus on 13+ entry into the independent sector. In 
recent years, many independent schools have 
reduced their reliance on Common Entrance 
results, in preference to their senior school admis-
sions processes. 

At Rose Hill School we value the focus and motiv-
ation that CE provides for our pupils in the Upper 
School. We want to ensure they benefit from 
formal examination practice in Year 8, in our safe 
and supportive environment.  We want them to 
acquire study skills and revision techniques, well 
before their GCSE exams, so they have time to 

identify successful strategies which work for them 
as individuals. We believe in academic rigour. 
Therefore, we continue to teach the Common 
Entrance syllabus in mathematics, English, 
science, French and Latin. In history, geography 
and religious studies we have designed a more 
flexible curriculum, which inspires children to think 
broadly about common themes and apply a 
range of creative and inquisitive skills to the 
subjects, free from the restrictions of an examina-
tion syllabus.

Study towards the ISEB Common Entrance ex-
aminations begins in Year 6 and progresses 
through a three-year programme of study. 

ROSE  H I L L  L I F E  S K I L L S  D I P LOMA

The Rose Hill Life Skills Diploma is a challenge for 
pupils to learn everyday skills, supporting their 
transition into young adulthood.  

Through Compass, pupils in Years 6, 7 and 8 are 
given opportunities to learn gardening skills, first 
aid, how to complete application forms and iron 
their clothes amongst many others. 

These independent self-care skills are particularly 
pertinent to pupils who will be boarding from 13+. 

UPP E R  SCHOOL  ENR ICHMENT

To maximise pupils’ readiness for senior school, 
an Enrichment Programme is timetabled for Friday 
afternoons inclusive of: 

— Timetabled tuition for Awards Students in 
their specific field (sports, music, drama, art, 
academics, citizenship)

— Scholarship preparation for senior schools

— The New Perspectives Curriculum  (mini 
lectures and masterclasses on concepts and 
ideas not covered within the curriculum e.g. 
10 ideas that changed the world)

— Careers education



EYFS

Kindergarten & Reception

PRE PREP

Years 1 & 2

Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum:

Communication and Language
Physical
Personal, Social and Emotional

Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding the World

Expressive Arts and Design

Rose Hill School Curriculum: 

Specialist teaching in:

– Music

– Computing and Digital 
Innovation

– French / Spanish

– Physical Education and 
Swimming

Rose Hill School Curriculum:

(Broader and deeper than 
National Curriculum)

English 

Mathematics

Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic Education (PSHEE)

Physical Education and Swimming

Computing and Digital Innovation

Music

French

Creative Curriculum

(Thematic, cross-curricular learning 
based on the National Curriculum)

History

Geography

Science

Religious Studies

Art and Design

LOWER SCHOOL

Years 3 & 4

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Years 5 & 6

UPPER SCHOOL

Years 7 & 8

Rose Hill School Curriculum:

(Broader and deeper than National 
Curriculum)

English 

Mathematics

Science

Personal, Social, Health and Economic 
Education (PSHEE)

Physical Education and Swimming

Music

Computing and Digital Innovation

Design Technology

Creative Curriculum 

(Thematic, cross-curricular learning 
based on the National Curriculum) 

History

Geography

Religious Studies

Art 

Design Technology

Year 3 Enquiry Project 

(One whole-class project) 

Year 4 Adventure Project 

(Individual project)

Rose Hill School Curriculum:

(Broader and deeper than National 
Curriculum)

English (CE from Year 6)

Mathematics (CE from Year 6)

Science (CE from Year 6)

History

Geography

Religious Studies

French (CE from Year 6)

Latin (CE from Year 6)

Personal, Social, Health and Economic 
Education (PSHEE)

Games, Physical Education and 
Swimming

Art

Design Technology

Music

Computing and Digital Innovation

Year 5 Enterprise Project 

(combining science, technology, 
engineering, art and maths)

Year 6 Philanthropy Project

(Including action and service)

Rose Hill Life Skills Diploma 

(from Year 6)

Middle School Portfolio

(from Year 5)

Common Entrance:

English

Mathematics

Science

French

Latin

Rose Hill School Curriculum: 

(Broader and deeper than National 
Curriculum)

History

Geography

Theology, Philosophy and Religion 
(including Theory of Knowledge)

Games, Physical Education and 
Swimming

Art

Design Technology

Music

Computing and Digital Innovation

Rose Hill Life Skills Diploma

Year 7 Arts Award or Sports 
Leaders Award

Year 7 & 8 Enrichment Programme

(including careers)

Year 8 Level 1 Foundation Project 
Qualification (accredited)

Upper School Portfolio

Curriculum 
Overview
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Education, n. 1588, as Educate (stem of Latin Educare) to draw out

COMPASS: For Lifelong 

Success & Happiness
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ENQUIRY

Critical thinking
Curiosity
Analysis
Synthesis

Interpretation

ADVENTURE

Outdoor learning
Risk taking
Leadership
Collaboration
Communication

ENTERPRISE

Decision making
Problem solving
Innovation
Creativity

Strategic thinking
Negotiation
Presentation

PHILANTHROPY

Empathy
Thoughtfulness
Awareness
Proactivity
Generosity

CHARACTER and 
EMPLOYABILITY

Integrity
Confidence
Resilience

Perseverance
Getting along
Organisation

How can we DRAW OUT intelligence and learning?

Norm referencing (GL)
Criterion referencing - formative
Summative - end of unit/term

Project work
Evidence portfolios

Viva voce
Self and peer evaluation

WHAT has the child learned?

Cohesive and progressive 
Knowledge Ladders

5 levels of assessment for 
personalised learning

Recognise and reward 
achievement for all

Scholarship preparation

Learning skills support

HOW is the child intelligent?




